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This project booklet details one section of a hypothetical master plan design project completed during 
the Fall 2021 semester, as part of the LA403 Immersive Learning Urban Design Studio taught by Dr. 
Dorna Eshrati. This individual project, as well as the entire master plan, were designed in conjunction 
with Ball State University College of Architecture and Planning’s Department of Landscape Architecture, 
Ball State University’s Office of Immersive Learning, and the Nora Alliance of Indianapolis, Indiana. 
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If we can develop and design streets so that 
they are wonderful, fulfilling places to be - 
community-building places, attractive for all 
people - then we will have successfully designed 
about one-third of the city directly and will have 

had an immense impact on the rest.

Allan Jacobs

Streets and their sidewalks - the main public 
places of a city - are its most vital organs.

Jane Jacobs
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Located on the far north side of Indianapolis, 
IN, the Nora neighborhood finds strengths in 
its strong community engagement, diverse 
population, and large lots with mature trees. 
An active neighborhood, Nora is the proud 
birthplace of the world-class Monon Trail and 
Greenway, which runs straight through the heart 
of the community. 

Nora is located conveniently between other 
desirable Indianapolis cities and neighborhoods 
such as Carmel, IN to the north, and Broad 
Ripple and downtown Indianapolis to the south. 
It features a number of distinct commercial and 
business districts, including the Keystone Fashion 
Mall, a highly-visited amenity for the greater 
Indianapolis area.

This project focuses on the redesign of a 
stretch of North Meridian Street, a principal 
arterial street which runs north to south. This 
street experiences high traffic, particularly from 
commuters traveling to and from downtown 
Indianapolis. The site, bounded by West 96th 
Street to the north, and West 86th Street to the 
south, is approximately 30 acres in size.
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INCLUSIVE URBAN DESIGN

PEOPLE

The location of this 
project is N Meridian 
Street, bounded to 
the north by W 96th 
Street, and to the 
south by W 86th 
Street. The project 
will include designs 
and improvements to 
both sides of the 
street, mostly within 
the public 
right-of-way, as well 
as changes to the 
design of the street 
itself and connections 
from the street to 
existing businesses.

PLACE TIME FUNCTION TRENDS &
TECHNOLOGIES
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A design framework serves as the foundation 
for a project, weaving its way through the 
entire process. The framework gives a basis 
for what data is needed during inventory and 
analysis, drives the content search during a 
literature review, influences a project’s goals 
and objectives, and eventually works its way 
into the final design. Fitting with the goals of 
LA403’s Urban Design Studio, the framework of 
this project focuses on inclusive urban design. 
Inclusive design creates opportunities for people, 
regardless of their age, race, gender, religion, 

sexuality, socio-economic status, and physical 
or mental ability. It also takes into account the 
location and context of a project, including the 
plants, animals, and natural resources involved. 
It looks at time and function in order to best 
create a design that works throughout the day 
and in each season. Lastly, inclusive design takes 
into account new trends and technologies within 
the field of urban design, to come to a solution 
that is the most innovative and imaginative. The 
following diagrams outline the inclusive design 
framework that will guide the rest of the project.
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Creating Outdoor Spaces for Office 
Workers

The COVID-19 pandemic drastically changed 
every day life in the world, and one specific 
instance of this shift can be seen in workplace 
functioning. Now, flexibility in work hours, 
location, and methods of communication are 
becoming increasingly more desirable and more 
important to employees. Sitting in a traditional 
office cubicle with little to no exposure to 
sunlight and nature, and minimal opportunity 
for physical activity can have severe negative 
impacts on a person’s physical and mental 
well-being. There is no better time than now to 
explore design concepts that shake up the office 
environment and get workers up and active, even 
on the clock.

Some key information for the design of effective 
outdoor workspaces has been identified and 
outlined below.

Who:
 • Specific to this project’s site, there are 
    a number of adjacent offices and 
    medical/healthcare facilities where 
    residents of the Nora neighborhood 
    likely work
 • Looking at the demographics of the 
    Nora neighborhood, the median age is 
    41, and the average income of a working 
    adult between the ages of 25-65 is 
     approximately $66,000 (Point2)
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Key Research Findings

AmericanJulie. Garden Furniture Provides an Alternative Meeting or 
Workspace next to the Raised Garden Beds. 20 Aug. 2015, https://ameri-
canjulie.com/2015/08/20/google-how-do-i-visit-google-headquarters/. 

“Renderings of Plans for the James A. Farley Building in Midtown 
Manhattan.” The New York Times, 15 Jan. 2019, https://www.nytimes.
com/2019/01/15/business/office-buildings-nature-biophilia.html. 
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What:
 • Outdoor workplaces must include 
    necessary equipment such as wireless 
    internet connection, power outlets, and 
    screens with connection abilities
 • Other amenities that make an outdoor 
    work environment more effective 
    include comfortable seating, shelters 
    that provide shade and protection from 
    the elements, desks and meeting tables, 
    supplemental lighting, etc.
 •  Noise pollution can be a disruption for 
    those trying to work in an outdoor 
    setting - finding solutions to mitigate or 
    mask background noise is important
 • Good design for an outdoor workspace 
    should include both collaborative areas
    and private areas for individual work
 • Proximity to walking or biking trails, or 
    other opportunities for brief periods of 
    physical activity, allows workers to step 
    away from their desk and be active

When:
 • Most of the offices and businesses in the 
    area of this project are open from 8am 
    to 5pm, with some variation
 • During business hours, most activity 
    in this area takes place inside each 
    workplace, while some restaurants and 
    shopping at North Meridian Mall might 
    bring in light pedestrian traffic - 
    opportunities can be created to allow 
    workers to come outside and bring their
    activity to the space during this time

Fox, Whitney J. “L.L. Bean's Pop-up Outdoor Working Space at the Com-
pany's Freeport, Maine, Headquarters.” Inc., https://www.inc.com/camer-
on-albert-deitch/worlds-coolest-offices-2018-outdoor-work-spaces.html. 

“GO Outdoor Table.” Landscape Forms, https://www.landscapeforms.
com/en-US/product/Pages/GO-outdoortable.aspx. 



Where:
 • Ideal outdoor workspaces should 
    reside adjacent to office and business 
    buildings whose workers would utilize 
    them - this decreases difficulties with 
    wireless internet and electricity needs
 • Multiple offices could share a 
    workspace to increase opportunities for 
    networking and collaboration

Why:
 • Giving office workers increased access 
    to sunlight, fresh air, natural elements, 
    and physical activity can improve their 
    mental and physical well-being, making 
    them healthier and happier in their 
    personal lives, while also increasing 
    their effectiveness in the workplace

Sources:
 • Marsh, Melissa. “Turning the Office 
    Inside Out: Working Outside.” Work 
    Design Magazine, 16 July 2020, https://
    www.workdesign.com/2020/07/turning-
    the-office-inside-out-working-outside/
 • “Nora Demographics.” Point2, 
    2019, https://www.point2homes.
    com/US/Neighborhood/IN/Indianapolis/
    Nora-Demographics.html
 • Robinson, Nicolia. “Fresh Air Focus: 
    Designing Outdoor Workspaces for 
    Success.” Work Design Magazine, 1 Sept. 
    2019, https://www.workdesign.
    com/2019/05/fresh-air-focus-designing-
    outdoor-workspaces-for-success/
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“Solar-Powered ConnecTable.” InHabitat, 19 Nov. 2013, https://inhabitat.
com/solar-powered-connectable-charges-devices-in-outdoor-pub-
lic-places/. 

Cooley, Patrick. “Outdoor Working Spaces for PARK(Ing) Day.” The Co-
lumbus Dispatch, 18 Sept. 2020, https://www.dispatch.com/story/news/
coronavirus/2020/09/18/columbus-companies-add-elbow-room-with-out-
door-work-spaces/114080734/. 
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Designing Complete Streets

Streets make up approximately 80% of public 
space in cities (NACTO), however these streets 
have often been designed in ways that promote 
fast and efficient vehicular travel with less regard 
for the pedestrian experience. Complete Streets 
is an urban design concept which seeks to create 
streetscapes that are safe, comfortable, and 
effective for all users. They are inclusive of all 
ages and physical or mental abilities, for people 
traveling by foot, bicycle, car, bus, etc.

Complete Streets can be created using a variety 
of methods and standards, with each site 
requiring slightly different treatment to properly 
address its unique context. A few of these key 
elements have been identified and outlined 
below. 

Lane Width and Road Speeds:
 • Lane widths of 10’ have been found to   
    boost street safety with minimal impacts  
    to traffic operations
 • Wider lanes of 11’ should be used on     
    the outside of the street for larger   
    freight/transit vehicles
 • Slower road speeds reduce the severity  
    of crashes and accidents - a reduction
    in speed limit from 40 to 30 mph 
    decreases the fatality rates of vehicle-
    pedestrian accidents by nearly 50%
 • Narrower streets reduce crossing   
    distances for pedestrians, increasing 
    overall safety

“Recommended Lane Widths.” NACTO, https://nacto.org/publication/ur-
ban-street-design-guide/street-design-elements/lane-width/. 

“Vanderbilt Avenue, Brooklyn.” NYDOT, https://www.flickr.com/
photos/nycstreets/9008090411/in/album-72157634051926930/
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Sidewalks:
 • Sidewalks are the conduits of pedestrian  
    access and movement on a site - they 
    activate streetscapes socially and 
    economically
 • Recommended 8’ width minimum on 
    walks with 2’ additional width for other 
    amenities and utilities
 • Landscape strips of 6’ enhance the 
    pedestrian experience - street trees can 
    offer shade, extra space buffers  
    pedestrian from moving traffic

Intersections & Crosswalks:
 • Minimum of 15’ turning radius at 
    intersections
 • Protected intersections separate bicycle
    and vehicle travel for safety
 • Safety islands/medians help break up 
    long crossings and allow pedestrians to
    focus on one direction of traffic at a time
 • Curb extensions and gateways can be 
    designed to mark a transition to a 
    slower street
 • Curb ramps must be implemented at 
    crosswalks for accessibility purposes

Bus Lanes and Bus Stops:
 • Many cities have existing guidelines for 
     bus stop planning and design
 • Shelters, benches, route maps, 
    plantings, artwork, etc. can all be used 
    to improve experience at bus stops
 • Crosswalks should be located behind 
    departing buses at stops where possible
 • Dedicated bus lanes of 11’ width can be 
    located in the rightmost travel lane

“Sidewalk Zones.” NACTO, https://nacto.org/publication/urban-street-de-
sign-guide/street-design-elements/sidewalks/. 

“Reconstructed Intersections.” NACTO, https://nacto.org/publication/
urban-street-design-guide/intersections/intersections-of-major-and-mi-
nor-streets/.

“Glendale CA Bus Stop.” NACTO, https://nacto.org/publication/urban-
street-design-guide/street-design-elements/transit-streets/bus-stops/
https://nacto.org/publication/urban-street-design-guide/street-design-el-
ements/transit-streets/bus-stops/. 



NORA’S NORTH MERIDIAN STREET

KEY RESEARCH FINDINGS | 11

Stormwater Management:
 • Stormwater runoff volumes can be 
    reduced through designs that infiltrate 
    rainwater in place
 • Vegetated strips and bioswales can filter 
    water and help decrease runoff velocity
 • Low curbs or barriers can be 
    implemented to reduce pedestrian 
    trampling of vegetation

Bike Lanes:
 • Bike lane width of 6’ is recommended 
    with a 2-3’ buffer between street traffic 
 • Dedicated bike lanes on the outer edge
    of a street further buffers pedestrians 
    from traffic and benefits oversized 
    vehicles that need to make wide turns

Sources
 • “Complete Streets Handbook.” Mid-
    America Regional Council, Apr. 2012, 
    https://www.marc.org/
    Transportation/Special-Projects/assets/
    CompleteStreetsHandbook.aspx
 • “Complete Streets.” U.S. Department 
    of Transportation, 24 Aug. 2015, 
    https://www.transportation.gov/mission/
    health/complete-streets
 • “Montgomery County Complete 
    Streets.” Montgomery Planning, Feb. 
    2021, https://montgomeryplanning.
    org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/
    Montgomery-County-CSDG_Draft_
    February-2021.pdf
 • “Urban Street Design Guide.” National 
    Association of City Transportation 
    Officials, 13 Nov. 2017, https://nacto.org/
    publication/urban-street-design-guide/

“Bioswales.” NACTO, https://nacto.org/publication/urban-street-design-
guide/street-design-elements/stormwater-management/bioswales/.

“Pervious Strips.” NACTO, https://nacto.org/publication/urban-street-
design-guide/street-design-elements/stormwater-management/pervi-
ous-strips/.



Integrating Renewable Energy 
Production in Streetscapes

As sustainability and climate action become more 
prevalent topics in society, an emerging concept 
is the use of renewable energy production in 
urban design. This energy can be harnessed in a 
number of creative ways and can then be utilized 
directly on-site, such as for site lighting, or fed 
back into the local power grid. Many companies 
are now designing and creating highly efficient 
renewable energy generation modules that could 
be applied to a variety of design projects.

Some methods and applications of renewable 
energy production in a streetscape setting have 
been identified and outlined below.

Wind Power:
 • Companies such as Devecitech, Capture 
    Mobility, Alpha 311, and Flower Turbines 
    have created small, efficient wind 
    turbines that can harness wind from 
    passing vehicles to generate significant 
    amounts of electricity
 • The Enlil turbine from Devecitech can 
    produce a kilowatt of electricity per 
    hour when placed along a streetscape - 
    enough energy to supply 2 homes for an
    entire day 
 • Turbines should be placed in rows or 
    groupings along a street to maximize 
    their effectiveness 
 • When placed in medians in the center of 
    a street, wind turbines can harness wind 
    energy from both sides of the road, 
    making them even more effective

12 | KEY RESEARCH FINDINGS
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Calderone, Len. “TAK Studio Highway Lights with Wind Turbine.” Alt En-
ergy Mag, 30 Dec. 2019, https://www.altenergymag.com/article/2019/05/
top-article-from-2019-traffic-powered-wind-turbines/31030. 

“Enlil Turbine.” Deveci Tech, https://devecitech.com/. 

Barber, Megan. “Wind Trees by French Company New Wind.” Curbed, 14 
Mar. 2017, https://archive.curbed.com/2017/3/14/14914302/wind-tree-tur-
bine-for-sale. 
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Solar Power:
 • Devecitech’s Enlil wind turbine can 
    also be combined with solar panel 
    modules to harness solar energy 
 • Solar panels can be placed in unused 
    right-of-way areas - including native 
    groundcover and pollinator plantings 
    underneath decreases maintenance 
    requirements and adds wildlife and 
    habitat value to the site

Other:
 • Some companies, such as Innowatch, 
    have designed systems which would 
    obtain energy through the pressure of a 
    vehicle on a street

Sources:
 • Calderone, Len. “Traffic Powered 
    Wind Turbines.” AltEnergyMag, 30 
    Dec. 2019, https://www.altenergymag.
    com/article/2019/05/top-article-from-
    2019-traffic-powered-wind-
    turbines/31030
 • “Harnessing Wind On Our Highways.” 
    The Ray, 7 May 2020, https://theray.org/
    suggest/harnessing-wind-on-highways/
 • “Roads That Generate Clean Energy.” 
    On The Road Trends, 30 Dec. 2019, 
    https://www.ontheroadtrends.com/
    roads-generate-clean-energy/?lang=en
 • Young, Chris. “This New Wind 
    Turbine Harnesses the Power of Traffic.” 
    Interesting Engineering, 15 Oct. 2020, 
    https://interestingengineering.com/this-
    new-wind-turbine-harnesses-the-power-
    of-traffic

Davis, Rob. “Pollinator-Friendly Solar Farm.” Discover Magazine, 26 June 
2021, https://www.discovermagazine.com/environment/can-solar-farms-
help-save-bees. 

LABOR3 Architektur. “Visualisation of Solar Canopies on Germany's 
Autobahn.” Recharge News, https://www.rechargenews.com/transition/
solar-panel-covered-autobahn-could-speed-german-energy-transi-
tion/2-1-854215. 
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Inventory and analysis for this project focuses 
on two main aspects of the site: Existing 
infrastructure (demonstrated in the Circulation 
and Infrastructure and Setbacks diagrams on 
page 14), and context functioning (demonstrated 
in the Building Functions and Activity Zones 
diagrams on page 15).

The Circulation and Infrastructure diagram (page 
14) shows a hierarchy of streets and vehicular 
traffic on the site. Given the focus on redesigning 
North Meridian Street, this diagram highlights 
which streets are currently experiencing higher 
levels of traffic. This is important to consider for 
pedestrian and cyclist safety, as well as knowing 
which roads are potentially the most active. This 
diagram also shows where existing sidewalks 
are, although there are very few. This provides an 
opportunity to connect up new sidewalks to the 
existing infrastructure. 

The Setbacks diagram (page 14) shows the 
property setbacks for the plots directly adjacent 
to North Meridian Street. The areas in between 
these setbacks are part of the public right-of-
way for the street. This right-of-way area is 
where most of the design will focus to cause 
minimal impact to the surrounding properties and 
businesses.

The Building Functions diagram (page 15) 
categorizes each of the adjacent buildings 
into their primary function: food, medical and 
healthcare, office, fitness and recreation, 
and retail and service. The context of the site 
helps to inform the programs implemented 
within the project, as well as what important 

connections need to be made. This diagram 
could also highlight resource gaps where specific 
businesses or functions are needed.

The Activity Zones (page 15) diagram uses a 
gradient to show what areas of the site are being 
used for three different functions: Live, work, 
and eat, shop, and visit. Live, the residential 
areas, are lower density and activity areas. 
Connections to and from these apartments and 
homes can be established which would allow for 
more access to the site. Work, the business and 
office buildings, experience slightly higher levels 
of activity. These buildings would be occupied 
during normal business hours, however the 
areas outside of the buildings would be very 
inactive as traditional office work does not often 
bring people outside. Outdoor workspaces and 
connections to bike or walking trails adjacent 
to these buildings gives office workers more 
access to the site and more opportunity to 
engage with the design, even during work hours. 
The last category, eat, shop, and visit highlights 
restaurants, commercial areas, and community 
amenities such as fitness centers and churches. 
These areas would experience the highest levels 
of activity and offer the most pull that would 
potentially bring people to the site. Strong 
connections to and from these areas should be 
established to increase activity levels of the site.

The SWOT diagram on page 17 synthesizes the 
information gathered through the inventory and 
analysis phase, highlighting the locations of 
the project site’s main strengths, weaknesses, 
opportunities, and threats. This diagram is 
important moving into the design phase as it 
shows key areas which need to be addressed.
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Vision Statement
Many urban areas have been designed heavily 
for vehicular travel, with pedestrian and bicycle 
travel left as an afterthought. This type of 
urban design, spurred on by the invention and 
subsequent explosion in popularity of the car, 
creates communities that are disjointed and 
unwalkable. Reliance on vehicular travel has left 
people with less interaction with nature, less 
time spent outdoors, and less physical activity 
in their daily lives. This shift in culture can have 
such significant and detrimental impacts on 
human health and well-being. It is up to urban 
designers to create and reestablish vibrant and 
active communities with plenty of opportunities 
for residents to spend time outdoors being 
physically active. 

This stretch of North Meridian Street is currently 
designed as a pass-through, a commuter space 
meant to be traveled but not experienced. Office 
buildings on either side of the road lack physical 
infrastructure and opportunity for workers to 
spend time outdoors. The streetscape itself has 
very few established sidewalks and no dedicated 
bike lanes that could be utilized by residents. 
Dangerous intersections and lack of crosswalks 
make the site nearly impossible to travel without 
the use of a vehicle. 

The mission of this project is to design 
this section of North Meridian Street into a 
streetscape which promotes physical activity 
through walking, running, biking, and more, 
and encourages the residents of Nora to get 
outdoors. Integration of renewable energy 
production on-site allows the project to be more 
self-sustaining and less demanding in terms of its 
daily energy consumption.

Design a Streetscape which 
Promotes Physical Activity 
(Walking, Running, Biking, etc.) 
and Encourages Nora Residents 
to Get Outdoors More Often

Goal 1: Create Opportunities to Bring 
Office Workers Outside
 • Outdoor workspaces
 • Collaborative work areas
 • Private/Independent work areas
 • Walking/biking trail connections
 • Connections to nature

Goal 2: Redesign North Meridian 
Street to fit Complete Streets 
Standards
 • Improved pedestrian infrastructure 
    to promote walking and connectivity
 • Safe intersections and crosswalks
 • Bioswales and planted buffers for 
    improved stormwater management
 • Dedicated bike lanes
 • Reduced road speed to improve 
    both pedestrian and vehicular safety

Goal 3: Integrate Renewable 
Energy Production Methods in the 
Streetscape
 • Solar power generation
 • Wind turbines

20 | VISION STATEMENT
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Meridian and 91st Street Intersection Site Plan
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Street Section and Enlargement
Before
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With this design, the overall width of Meridian Street 
has not been changed, meaning no additional areas 
require paving. This design minimizes the amount 
of disturbance to the site. One lane of traffic was 
removed to widen the central median, allowing room
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for wind-turbine-mounted light posts and plantings. 
Road shoulders have been redesigned as dedicated 
bike lanes which can still serve as emergency 
vehicular shoulders if necessary. Road speed has 
been reduced from 45 to 30 mph for increased safety.
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Outdoor Workspaces
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Creating flexible outdoor workspaces is an 
essential step to getting traditional office 
workers outdoors and immersed in nature. The 
diagram below shows what one of these outdoor 
workspaces could look like, with key elements 
highlighted. This particular design is located in 
between two office buildings which each house a 
number of different businesses and organizations 
who could each utilize the space. Proximity to 
the office building is essential, as it increases 
ease of access to electricity, wireless internet, 
and other resources located within the building. 
Workspaces include a variety of seating options, 
with larger meeting-style tables available for 

collaborative work and large groups, and smaller 
table arrangements for independent or small-
group work. A seating lawn is also available 
to accommodate other seating arrangements, 
events, or recreational activities. The workspace 
includes a buffer of evergreen trees to add more 
privacy and setback from the adjacent walking 
trail. Physical access from the workspace to the 
trail offers workers a chance to take a break 
while staying active through walking, biking, etc. 
These outdoor workspaces would be spaced out 
strategically along North Meridian Street, giving 
each office on the streetscape a chance to take 
advantage of this amenity where they are.



NORA’S NORTH MERIDIAN STREET

SOLAR FARM | 25

Solar Farms

Native Flower
Garden
Purple Coneflower
Black-Eyed Susan
Butterfly Milkweed

Silvery
Checkerspot
Butterfly

Pollinator
Species

Large
Solar Panels

Safety Fence

8 Foot
Walking Trail

Placing solar panels within unused setbacks 
and right-of-way areas allows for a community 
to fully capitalize on its unused space and take 
advantage of its potential for renewable energy 
production. Solar farms can be used to generate 
large amounts of electricity that can then be put 
to use locally, within the community they are 
found in. For this project, the power generated 
by the solar farms found along North Meridian 
Street could be used on-site in the form of 
street and path lighting, traffic lights, outdoor 
workspace amenities, and more. By prominently 
featuring these solar farms along the streetscape 
and adjacent walking trails, community members 

and site visitors can see firsthand this renewable 
energy production method in action. They 
are then able to gain a better understanding 
and appreciation for solar power and other 
renewable energy production methods. The 
inclusion of a native flower garden underneath 
the solar panels benefits key native pollinator 
species of this region, decreases maintenance 
requirements for the space, and creates a site 
which is more visually-appealing. Tall transparent 
fencing provides a physical barrier between the 
solar farm and walking trails for the safety of 
pedestrians and the protection of the technology, 
while still allowing for views of the space.
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Wind Turbines
Technology companies have begun creating 
small, efficient wind turbines that can be 
strategically placed along busier streets to 
harness wind from passing vehicles. These 
turbines, when grouped together or placed in 
succession, are capable of generating significant 
amounts of electricity. The power from this can 
then be used directly on-site, in the form of street 
or site lighting, traffic lights, outdoor workspace 
amenities, or it can fed back into the local power 
grid. In this project, wind turbines are mounted 
to street lights along North Meridian Street. By 
placing these turbines within the median, wind 
energy can be harnessed from traffic on both 

sides of the road, making the turbines even more 
efficient. In many cases, naturally-occurring 
wind can also be enough to keep the turbines 
spinning. By having the turbines mounted to the 
street lights, the energy they generate can go 
directly to powering the lighting at night. Power 
generated from the solar farms (page 25) can be 
implemented into the same system and can also 
function to keep site lighting powered if the wind 
energy generated is not sufficient. All overflow 
energy that is generated from this design can be 
fed back into the power grid and used in other 
areas of the community to reduce reliance on 
non-renewable energy sources. 

Wind Turbine

Street Lights

Wind Turbines
Power Street 
Lights Directly

Passing Cars
Provide Wind to
Activate Turbines
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Conclusion

With the implementation of this project, North 
Meridian Street becomes an active pedestrian-
friendly streetscape that promotes physical 
activity, inspires connection with nature, 
and presents innovative renewable energy 
production methods. 

The project fits within the framework of inclusive 
urban design, making it a truly holistic design 
strategy. it appeals to all members of the 
community and specifically seeks to benefit 
office workers, a group which is often overlooked 
in traditional design. It takes into account the 
current functioning of the site and context, and 
also considers its future uses. It seeks to activate 
the site during typical work/business hours when 
it is mostly uninhabited or underutilized. It gives 
the site new function, creating the foundation of 
what could become a very active and engaging 
streetscape for the Nora community through new 
development and engagement. Lastly, the site 
showcases cutting edge trends and technologies 
within the profession of urban design.

By creating dedicated spaces for employees of 
adjacent businesses and organizations to work 
and collaborate outdoors, members of Nora 
are able to spend more time being immersed in 
nature, benefiting their overall well-being.  

A system of connected walking trails and bike 
lanes allows for all community members to fully 
take advantage of recreational opportunities 
within the site and gives them a reason to 
spend more time outside. Wider medians, more 
frequent and accessible crosswalks, and planted 
buffers all add to a safer and more comfortable 
pedestrian experience along the streetscape.

The implementation of renewable energy 
production methods, including wind turbines and 
solar farms, sets a precedent of cleaner energy 
use for surrounding communities and gives Nora 
an identifying feature to be proud of. These 
features are not only highly functional, but are 
also presented in a visually-appealing way that 
celebrates the technology.

Complete Streets

Renewable
Energy

Production

INCLUSIVE URBAN DESIGN

PEOPLE

This project focuses 
on the creation of 
urban spaces and 
opportunities for 
oce workers who 
are not typically 
considered in urban 
design. People who 
work in a traditional 
oce setting often 
have little to no 
interaction with 
nature or the outside 
environment during 
their average day. 
There are many oce 
buildings and 
workplaces along N 
Meridian Street, 
making it the 
opportune location for 
this type of program. 

The location of this 
project is N Meridian 
Street, bounded to 
the north by W 96th 
Street, and to the 
south by W 86th 
Street. The project 
will include designs 
and improvements to 
both sides of the 
street, mostly within 
the public 
right-of-way, as well 
as changes to the 
design of the street 
itself and connections 
from the street to 
existing businesses.

A large area of the 
site, particularly the 
south portion, is oce 
buildings, meaning 
most of the site will 
only be populated 
during normal work 
hours (8am-5pm). N 
Meridian Street also 
serves as a major 
throughway from 
Carmel to the north to 
downtown 
Indianapolis to the 
south. This commuter 
trac is mostly 
observed before and 
after normal work 
hours. This project 
seeks to activate the 
space for pedestrians 
during this time.

This project seeks to 
create a more 
pedestrian-oriented 
experience along 
this stretch of N 
Meridian Street. This 
includes the design 
of dedicated 
bikeways, improved 
pedestrian 
infrastrucutre, safe 
crosswalks, etc. The 
project also includes 
design of spaces for 
oce workers to 
work or relax 
outside, as well as 
strategies for 
renewable energy 
production along the 
streetscape.

The main trend 
influencing the 
project is the 
Complete Streets 
approach. This 
design strategy uses 
methods of making 
streetscapes safer, 
more comfortable, 
and more enjoyable, 
especially for 
pedestrians.
Technologies in this 
project include an 
exploration of 
renewable energy 
production along the 
streetscape, 
including solar and 
wind power 
generation.

PLACE TIME FUNCTION TRENDS &
TECHNOLOGIES

INCLUSIVE URBAN DESIGN
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